
Jonathan Amantea                             WINTER 2021-2022                        Michelle Read

PAGE 1

By Referral Only™ means … 
Our business is designed to provide you with the highest possible level of service and attention. Unlike most 
Realtors, who spend most of their time searching for new customers from the general public, over 95% of our 
business comes from our clients’ endorsements. As a result, you benefit by getting more of our undivided 
attention, education, predictability and dedication. 
Our promise is to give you sound real estate advice and help you understand the future implications of the 
decisions you make. 
Our goal is to build a relationship with you based on mutual trust and respect. 
Our vision is to make a positive difference in your transaction, in your life, and in the world. 

Home Scene
Often when people get older, they spend more time 

reminiscing about the past. But, dwelling on the 
good days and the disappointments of the past too 

much makes it difficult to live in the present and plan for 
the future. That said, reflecting on the past can help us 
improve our future.  

Don’t let your past define you.  You are not your past.  It’s 
not who you are. Use reflection on your past to make 
decisions about how you should live in the present and the 
future. 
  
You don’t have to make the same choices or follow the 
same patterns of behaviour that you have been 
following.  Likewise, you can go back to doing something 
you used to do in the past if you are still capable of doing 
it, and it still serves you. Regardless, if you may have 
stopped doing it for some time, you can get back to it. This 
may require making some adjustments to your lifestyle or 
schedule to fit it in, depending where it fits on your list of 
priorities. 

You can’t turn back time and change the choices that you 
made and behaviour patterns that you followed in the past.  
Some of your past decisions and behaviours will continue 
to affect your present and your future. You also can’t 
change certain aspects of your immediate circumstances, 
such as your current state of affluence, your age, your state 
of health, etc. 

What you can control is to stay positive and work with 
the behaviours, skills and knowledge that you can change 
or learn. It may take some work and you may need some 
help, so take advantage of the professionals, blogs, apps, 
knowledgeable friends, books, courses or other resources 
that can help you. Some changes won’t happen overnight, 
but  instead  gradually  with  concerted  effort,  so  don’t  be  

d 

discouraged if sometimes you feel like you’re not getting 
anywhere.  Just get back on the horse and keep on trying. 
Step by step, you will get there. Remember that Rome 
wasn’t built in a day. 

If you are looking for somewhere to start, first ask 
yourself: Looking back on my life, what do I wish that I 
could change about my behaviour, knowledge or skills?  
Make a list of answers and then select your top priority.   

Don’t fill your life with a to do list. Like many, you may 
need to learn how to make more space in your life to de-
stress through exercise, meditation, chatting with friends 
and family or to pursue your hobbies.  

If you want to learn more about a specific field of 
knowledge, develop your skills, develop new behaviours or 
change your behaviour patterns, some helpful resources 
could be field experts, life coaches, psychologists and 
psychotherapists just to name a few.  An expert’s website, 
blog or book may be a good way to start. Another good 
resource could be to find someone who has already 
achieved what you are after and seek out their guidance to 
achieve it in your own life.  

Envision your personal future, set realistic goals regularly 
and take daily action steps  to achieve those goals. 

Looking Back and Then Moving Forward 
By Gwen Amantea
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Sitting in my North American home with propane heat, 
insulation, running water and 24/7 electricity, I feel a 
bit removed from the time that I once spent in Ghana, 

West Africa living in a compound house waking up at 3am 
every Monday to a knock on the door from my landlady’s 
sister who would encourage me to fill my water saving 
container from the precious trickle of water we were 
afforded for about 4 hours once a week. At that time, 
planned electrical outages left us completely in the dark 
every few days for 12 hours since energy production in the 
country was unable to keep up with the demand for it.   

When it gets dark at 6pm, when there are no lights in the 
entire neighbourhood, and when the malarial mosquitos 
abound, there are enough incentives to get into your 
mosquito net protected bed early.  I would wake up most 
days around 3:45am to the sound of roosters crowing, 
goats and sheep bleating, and the mosques calling for 
prayers.  

It is hard to believe that over a decade has gone by since I 
lived in Northern Ghana for just over a year and a half. 
When I close my eyes, I can still see the barren landscape 
of the dry season with an expansive horizon of reddish 
brown dirt often only sparsely populated with trees.  Some 
of the impressive trees that I did come across in Ghana 
were majestic gnarly baobab trees, towering shea nut trees, 
mango trees and neem trees. After walking even just for a 
short time in the hot sun, the mango tree’s shade was such 
a welcome relief. 

Once while I was in a trotro (a van fitted densely with 
bench seating) I noticed a small forest of trees adjacent to 
what seemed like endless farmer’s fields. Smoke was rising 
from the trees and I looked at it with some dismay. My 
local friend told me that people would burn the trees to 

make charcoal for cooking, and their fires would force 
“bushmeat” animals out of a forested area for hunters to 
kill. It made me look differently at the charcoal that I was 
using to cook my meals while living there.  

Back in Canada, when I look at the canopy of trees that 
shade our cottage when it’s hot in the summer and that 
shield our cottage from the cooling effect of the wind in the 
winter, I am grateful for their presence. I feel it is 
important for people to remember that while some trees 
may need to be removed for health and safety reasons, 
keeping trees on our properties adds greatly to their value 
to ourselves, as well as to our communities both local and 
global. 

Certainly some trees can cause a dangerous situation for 
people or buildings and may need to be cut down and 
possibly replaced with a different species. Leave that work 
to the experts. Accidents in taking down trees can be fatal. 
But, let’s also not forget that some dangerous situations can 
be exacerbated when the deep intertwined network of old 
growth forest roots is disturbed, and the soil is made less 
stable by excessive tree removal, such as mudslides. 

I still remember the massive elm tree that my primary 
school kept in our school yard. I often looked at it amazed 
that the branches could reach so high in the air. Let’s also 
remember that some of these large trees do play a role 
sometimes in keeping this planet a safe place to live and 
breathe. 

I still remember the friends that I made in Ghana that 
showed me how valuable the tree’s shade can be and have 
helped me realize how privileged I am to own a property 
with trees. I hope they too will continue to enjoy the shade 
of the trees. 

Thanks to the Trees
By Gwen Amantea
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Your Home’s Current Market Value? 
Why should you stay up to date on your home’s market value?

A home is one of the largest investments we will 
ever make, and as market prices change it pays 
to stay informed on its changing value, even if 

you never plan to sell.  

Residential real estate prices rise more quickly in some 
areas than in other neighbourhoods, and one type of 
property may increase faster than another type in the 
same area. There are many reasons for this fluctuation. 
Some cannot be controlled and others we have some 
influence over. Although there are no guarantees that 
your current home will yield a specific price in the 
future, I can help you review the current market data. 
This will assist you in making decisions about whether 
there is something you can do to improve the value of 
your home.  

Some homeowners are savvy about the features that are 
most desirable to today’s buyers. They target specific 
updates anticipating a favourable return on their 
investment. 

Updating the kitchen and the bathrooms often yields the 
best return on investment. Other renovations could 
increase your sale price dramatically or might not affect 
it at all, depending on what buyers in your neighbour-
hood are willing to pay more for.  

Since the pandemic started, across the 
GTA pools have become a more 
desirable feature, for example. To 
know how much more home sellers 
are achieving if they have a pool can 
help you decide if it is worth the time, 
money and headache of having one 
added to your yard.  

Meanwhile, there is no guarantee that 
adding a fifth bathroom will make any 
difference, so don’t assume that just 
any update will increase the sale price. 
These improvements should only be 
made if you will see some other 
benefit from them such as your own 
enjoyment or to increase your rental 
income. Some aspects of the housing 
market are beyond your control, but 
there are some variables that you can 
influence that can have a positive 
effect on your home’s worth. 

Does a particular type of property 

improvement in your neighbourhood tend to have an 
effect on selling prices? Can you justify making an 
improvement by adding the value it has for you in use, 
and the value it could add to your sale price in the 
foreseeable future? When Realtors look at the market 
value of comparable homes in a neighbourhood they 
must compare features. Some updates, renovations or 
new features appeal to buyers, while others don’t. The 
data will demonstrate this. 

It is not always obvious. Homeowners need to ask them-
selves, “Should I make a specific improvement or not, 
and if so, when? How long am I planning to live here? Is 
the market value of my home increasing just as quickly 
as homes in other neighbourhoods? What are the current 
factors affecting the market value of homes like mine? 
Did the pandemic have a lasting effect on the market in 
my area?” 

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or want 
to know if there is some improvement to consider that 
may favourably influence the value of your home. We 
can prepare a custom analysis for your property, with 
existing data for comparable homes in your neigh-
bourhood. This will help you get an idea of the market 
value of similar homes in your neighbourhood and their 
features compared to yours.  
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This information is solely advisory and should not be substituted for legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all financial decisions and actions must be done through 
the advice and counsel of a qualified lawyer, financial advisor and/or chartered accountant. I cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without the 

proper legal, financial or tax advice. Let me know if you would like to be removed from my newsletter distribution list. 

Welcome	New	Clients	
By	Referral	Only™	Really	Does	Work	

Here are some of the new clients who  
were referred to our “RE Family”  

this past quarter.  	
Natalie & Edward Ayin  
Referred by Paul Chin 

Robert Wegner  
Referred by Emily Heung and Sascha Tukatsch

Ron & Lynne Mason  
Referred by Diane Giberson 

Darcy Gregoire 
Referred by Nancy DesJardine

Tom Sudak 
Referred by Joanne Fournier and Bill Horsman

Welcome new clients to our “RE Family”:
Norm Riekenbrauck & Lucie Nadeau

Peter Molnar & Andrea Toth

Shaneil Malcolm & Christopher Denny

These former clients are once again putting 
their trust in us: 

Jason Manett & Anne Kobayashi

Andrew & Natsuko Ellem

Kelly Moon & Rob Oey

Andrew Bray & Shelley Van Benschop

Sales Representatives:
Jonathan Amantea 
   E-mail: info@jonathanamantea.com  
Michelle Read 
  E-mail: mx.mr@sympatico.ca 

 Cell:  416-879-7323
Office:  416-656-3500 

Web: jonathanamantea.com

Monsters? Or not? 
By Gwen Amantea 

Can you or your kids solve these riddles? 

1. What has one eye and spins in circles? 
2. What has four noses and is as hard as stone? 
3. What kind of curved horn is thin? 
4. What has ears both high and low, and stands straight 

up? 
5. What has a head that is flatter than a pancake and is 

skinny from top to bottom? 
6. What has a narrow neck and a round bottom? 
7. What lays down on its spine while at work and often 

rests with its spine vertical? 
8. What splits apart into many hands and later is returned 

to its original state of togetherness? 
9. What is often found living in Canada, is round and has 

a pale heart? 
10. What has three feet, has a firm hold on something and 

usually stands perfectly still? 

1.A hurricane. 2. Mount Rushmore. 3. A shoehorn. 4. A corn plant. 5. A 
nail 6. A bottle. 7. A book. 8. A deck of cards. 9. Hemp seeds. 10. A 
tripod.


