
Entry and Stairs 
•	 At least one entry without stairs 

•	 36”-wide doorway with offset hinges 

•	 Side window at entrance or lowered peephole 

•	 Handrails on both sides of stairs 

•	 Outside stair height below 4” 

•	 Contrasting strip on stair edge 

•	 Ramp slope of no more than 2” per 12” in 
length, 2” curbs, 5’ landing at entrance 

•	 Low or no threshold 

•	 No mats or throw rugs 

•	 Exterior sensor light focused on door lock 

•	 Surface inside doorway for placing packages 

•	 Audible doorbell 

Home Design and Layout 
•	 Easy-open windows with low sills 

•	 Color contrast between walls and floors, matte 
finish wall coverings 

•	 Adequate, accessible storage 

•	 Wide halls and doorways (interior doors and 
hinges can be removed) 

•	 “Flex room” for family visits or live-in care 
provider 

•	 Attached garage with opener or covered 
carport, room for wheelchair loading 

•	 Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 

•	 Low-vision adaptations

•	 Contrasting color switch plates

Kitchen 
•	 Cabinets with pull-out shelves and turntables 

•	 Wall cabinets set below (about 3”) standard 
height 

•	 Glass cabinet doors or open shelving 

•	 Easy-to-grasp cabinet knobs, pulls, or loop 
handles 

•	 Task lighting under cabinets 

•	 Electric cooktop with front controls and hot-
surface indicator 

•	 Microwave at counter height 

•	 Wall oven or side opening oven door at counter 
height 

•	 Counter space for transferring items from 
refrigerator, oven, sink, and cooktop 

•	 Contrasting color strip on counter edges 

•	 Side-by-side refrigerator/freezer with 
adjustable upper shelves and pull-out lower 
shelves,  freezer drawer on the bottom 

•	 Raised dishwasher 

•	 Variety in counter height—some at table height 
(30”)—under-counter seated work area 

•	 Gas sensor near gas appliances 

Strategic Moves.
Integrity.
Results.

CHECKLIST FOR ADAPTING A HOME TO AGE IN PLACE 
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CHECKLIST FOR ADAPTING A 
HOME TO AGE IN PLACE 
Land Transfer Tax Refunds 
for First Time Home Buyers
The Ontario government also helps first time 
home buyers (which it defines more strictly as 
having never owned a home ever, anywhere) 
by offering a refund on the land transfer tax in 
Ontario, up to a maximum of $2000 (equivalent 
to the Provincial Land Transfer Tax on a 
$227,500 home). If you are buying in the City 
of Toronto, it has an additional Municipal Land 
Transfer Tax as well, with an additional rebate 
for first-timers that maxes out at $3,725.

First Time Home Buyer Tax Credit (HBTC)
The costs associated with purchasing a home 
can be a particular burden for first-time home 
buyers, who must pay these costs on top of 
saving the money for a down payment. Closing 
costs include one-time items such as lawyer 
fees, HST (on newly constructed homes), and 
adjustments (e.g. taxes or utilities prepaid by 
the seller) that allow you to complete the house 
purchase. To assist first-time home Buyers with 
these costs, the government created the First-
Time Home Buyers Tax Credit, a $5,000 non-
refundable income tax credit that results in up 
to $750 in federal tax relief.

Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation Insurance (CMHC)
Mortgage loan insurance is typically required 
by lenders when homebuyers make a down 
payment of less than 20% of the purchase 
price. Loan insurance helps protect lenders 
against mortgage default, and enables 
consumers to purchase homes with a minimum 
down payment starting at 5%*—with interest 
rates comparable to those with a 20% down 
payment.To find out all about the programs, 
including the costs of insurance, visit the CMHC 
website at www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca

Buying before selling Financing Options
The Bridge Loan—A type of loan that can be 
used for two main reasons: When the sale 
of your old property closing date and and your 
new home closing dates do not match or for 

those who wish to repaint, redo floors etc in the 
new property before moving in, bridge financing 
is an option. A bridge loan is a short-term 
financing tool that helps purchasers to “bridge” 
the gap between old and new mortgages by 
allowing them to tap the equity in their current 
residence as a down payment, while essentially 
owning two properties concurrently as they wait 
for the sale of their existing home to close. To 
determine the amount of a bridge loan, take the 
purchase price of the new house, then subtract 
the value of the mortgage and the initial 
deposit. The leftover amount is the sum that will 
need to be financed until a sale is complete. 
These bridge loans are typically offered for 
no more than 90 days, and only when a firm 
sale agreement is in place for the borrower’s 
existing property. Interest rates vary by financial 
institution, but major banks typically charge 
prime plus 2 per cent a day, in addition to legal 
and administration fees that usually range from 
$250 to $500. Special Note: please contact 
your financial advisor/Bank or Broker well in 
advance of any real estate decision!

Financing for Cottage Ownership
 Lenders tend to look at many more variables 
when assessing a property before lending 
money to buy a cottage. Lenders will examine 
many different factors including it’s proximity to 
a major market, the size of any lake, it’s general 
accessibility year round, its water source and 
whether the property can be used for how 
many seasons of the year. If you aren’t putting 
down at least 20 per cent, you’ll need mortgage 
default insurance just like an ordinary home 
purchase. CMHC recently changed its rules 
so they no longer insure mortgages on second 
homes. That means you’ll have to go with a 
private mortgage insurance company which 
can provide the necessary coverage if your 
lender requires it due to the size of your down 
payment.

The Reverse Mortgage
To be eligible for a reverse mortgage, you must 
be a homeowner and you and your spouse 

must be at least 55 years old. To qualify for a 
reverse mortgage, your lender will usually factor 
in the following: where you live, your age, your 
home’s appraised value and current interest 
rates. There can be several  reasons as to why 
owners choose to use this form of financing 
including paying for home improvement, 
adding  to their retirement income or to help 
cover healthcare expenses to name a few. 
This money borrowed is also a tax free source 
of income. The downsides are that these 
mortgage can carry higher interest rates than 
traditional mortgages, and depending on the 
real estate market, the equity you hold in your 
home may go down as the interest on your loan 
adds up throughout the years. The loan is due 
to your estate within a certain time frame of 
your passing.

The Take Aways:
Always get pre approved by a financial 
institution before you commit to shopping 
for a home. Make sure your credit score is 
up to date and you have the past 3 years 
of income proof and notice of assessments 
at the ready. Always ask about details- 
portability, lump sum payments and break 
fees or penalties. And remember, the posted 
rate is just a starting point for negotiations. 
Mortgage business is extremely lucrative for 
the institution so be prepared to negotiate. 
Get your approval  in hard or digital copy 
with the details and a rate guarantee clearly 
time defined and know who has signed 
off on the guarantee. Shop your mortgage 
between different lenders before committing 
to one institution. If your property needs 
renovations, consider a line of credit outside 
your mortgage which can be paid off when 
you ready. 

We here at the Battle team have many 
different associates that can get you 
through the financing process and make 
your transaction both educational and 
stress free.
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Bathrooms 
•	 Tub and shower controls offset 

•	 Light in shower stall 

•	 Shower stall with low or no threshold, trench 
drain 

•	 Fold-down shower seat or room for a bath chair

•	 Hand-held shower head with 6’ hose 

•	 Lower bathtub for easier access 

•	 Grab bars at back and sides of shower, tub, 
and toilet, or wall-reinforcement for later 
installation 

•	 Adapter to raise toilet seat 21⁄2”– 3” higher  
than standard 

•	 Turnaround and transfer space for walker or 
wheelchair (36” x 36”) 

•	 Knee space under sink and vanity 

•	 Counters at sit-down height 

•	 Emergency alert or call button

 

Faucets, Switches, Controls 
•	 Temperature-controlled or anti-scald valves  

for faucets 

•	 Lever faucet handles 

•	 Easy-to-read, push button controls 

•	 Lever door handles 

•	 Loop drawer handles 

•	 Easy-to-read, programmable thermostat 

•	 Light switches at each room entry 

•	 Light switches at 42” from floor 

•	 Electrical outlets 15”–18” from floor 

•	 Front controls on cooktop

Home Care
•	 Low-maintenance exterior (vinyl siding) and 

landscaping 

•	 Housekeeping service 

•	 Repair service 

•	 Security and emergency alert service 

•	 Uncluttered, unobstructed exterior and interior 
pathways 

•	 Easily accessible filters on HVAC units 

•	 Central vacuum system

•	 Snow removal and grass cutting services 

•    Visitor Video monitoring


