
December 2018

NEWSLETTER
Premium Real Estate Services



OUR NEWSLETTER
December 2018 E-NEWSLETTER

CONTENTS
This newsletter is a regularly monthly-distributed 
publication that is generally about local and 
national real estate statistics, topics of interest to 
home ownership or leasing for its subscribers.

December 2018 TREB Market Watch

Cold Weather Home Maintenance

Things to do this December in the GTA

Elegant Holiday Party Decor

New Year’s Eve Party Guide

OUR MESSAGE

Driven by a passion for helping people, with their real estate needs, the 
Espinosa & Associates are comprised of experienced and enthusiastic 
representatives committed to superior customer service. We are con 
dent that we will be able to effectively DO MORE NOT LESS to assist 
you with every stage of the real estate process.  

If you would like to join our mailing list to receive our newsletters and 
upcoming events, please send email to melissa@espinosateam.com, 
with “Join Mailing List” in the subject line!

by Espinosa & Associates
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TREB RELEASES MONTHLY MARKET 
FIGURES REPORTED BY GTA REALTORS®

December 5, 2018 -- Toronto Real Estate Board President Garry Bhaura announced the continuation of moderate 
price growth in November 2018 compared to November 2017. The MLS® Home Price Index (HPI) Composite 
Benchmark was up by 2.7 per cent year-over-year. The average selling price was up by 3.5 per cent year-over-year 
to $788,345.

Greater Toronto Area REALTORS® reported 6,251 residential transactions through TREB’s MLS® System in 
November 2018. This result was down by 14.7 per cent compared to November 2017, when we saw a temporary 
upward shift in demand as the market was distorted by the looming OSFI-mandated stress test at the end of last 
year.

“New listings were actually down more than sales on a year-over-year basis in November. This suggests that, in 
many neighbourhoods, competition between buyers may have increased. Relatively tight market conditions over 
the past few months have provided the foundation for renewed price growth,” said Mr. Bhaura.

On a preliminary seasonally adjusted basis, sales were down by 3.4 per cent compared to October 2018. The 
average selling price after preliminary seasonal adjustment was down by 0.8 per cent compared to October 2018.

“Home types with lower average price points have been associated with stronger rates of price growth over the 
past few months. Given the impact of the OSFI-mandated mortgage stress test and higher borrowing costs on 
affordability, it makes sense that the condo apartment and semi-detached market segments experienced relatively 
stronger rates of price growth in November, as market conditions in these segments remained tight or tightened 
respectively over the past year,” said Jason Mercer, TREB’s Director of Market Analysis.

FOR FULL REPORT: http://www.trebhome.com/market_news/market_watch/2018/mw1811.pdf
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COLD WEATHER HOME MAINTENANCE

Check batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors frequently, especially during the 
winter months. There should be smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in each bedroom, on 
each floor for the house and in the kitchen. 

Big snowfalls can rest on tree limbs making them prone to breaking due to the weight. This 
can be dangerous if the tree is near your home or cars. Keep an eye on older trees around your 
home and brush off snow after particularly heavier snow falls. Be sure to trim any limbs that are 
potential hazards to the home, cars or people.

Water expands when it freezes, this can cause frozen pipes to burst. Water damage in a home 
can be very costly, so you want to take precautions to prevent this from happening. Disconnect 
the outdoor water hose, and make sure water is completely drained from the hose. If you are 
going away on vacation, and you have pipes prone to freezing, leave faucets dripping slightly, 
as running water doesn’t freeze (in theory).

Walkways, driveways and sidewalks should be cleared regularly and ice free for the safely of 
your family, guests and don’t forget the mail delivery! Provide traction on stairs and notorious 
slippery areas, by having salt or sand readily available. If you are away, arrange to have a 
neighbour or a hired service to continue to keep areas cleared. 

Safely set up your holiday lights, by not overloading your outlets. Keep your home fire safe 
by checking the light strands, extension cords, and they are plugged into a ground-fault circuit 
interrupter. Make sure electrical is outdoor safe and they are not near pooling melted snow on 
the ground or eavestroughs. 
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THINGS TO DO IN 
DECEMBER IN THE GTA

Dec 1 - 23 | Closed Mondays| Tue - Thur 4-9pm | 

Fri - Sun 12pm-10pm

Free | All Ages - family

Nathan Phillips Square | 100 Queen St. West, Toronto

For more info: https://fairinthesquare.ca/

In the heart of Nathan Phillips Square, combining the charm and 
elegance of Christmas, market with the excitement and allure of a 
thriving winter carnival. Whether you’re shopping for that unique, 
perfect gift, taking the family out for an afternoon of skating, rides 
and games, stopping by for a quick lunch and some seasonal 
treats, or enjoying an evening drink at the Wine Bar, Holiday Fair 
in the Square has festive fun for everyone!

Holiday Fair in the Square | Toronto
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Dec 7 | 7-8:30pm 

Free | All Ages - family

Vaughan City Court Yard | 2141 Major Mackenzie Dr.

For more info: http://www.vaughan.ca/events/festive_celebrations/
Pages/default.aspx

Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua and Members of Council invite you to the 
City of Vaughan Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. Experience the 
excitement as the outdoor Christmas tree comes to life! Celebrate 
the season with festive music and holiday goodies. In the spirit of 
giving, donations of new, unwrapped toys for children, newborn to 
18, are welcome for the annual City of Vaughan Toy Drive in support 
of the CP24 CHUM Christmas Wish.

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony | Vaughn

Dec 8 - 23 | 1 - 4pm

Free | All Ages - family

Port Credit | 3 Saturdays in December

Strolling Santa | Mississauga

Strolling Santa will be in Port Credit walking about every Saturday. 
Take selfies with Santa and get some holiday candy canes! Remember 
to tag us on instagram and facebook and hashtag: #portcredit



Dec 10 | 7:30 - 8:30pm

Free | All Ages - family | Free parking in Port Credit all December

Port Credit Memorial Park | 20 Lakeshore Rd East

More info: www.portcredit.com 

Dec 21 - 23 | 12pm-9pm

Free | All Ages - family

The Bentway Skate Trail | 250 Fort York Blvd, Toronto

For More info: http://thebentway.ca

Join the 44th annual caroling in the park and come sing along with the Salvation 
Army Band! Serving free warm cranberry punch and cookies, we will be collecting 
non perishable donations for The Compass. Bring a flashlight and a mug, and you 
can download your music sheet.

For the second holiday season, The Bentway’s unique figure-eight skate trail opens! 
Skate rentals and skating lessons will be offered, with curated food and beverage 
options on select dates. There is a winter village full of snuggly blankets, warming 
lounges, and fire pits. In the inaugural skate last year, more than 50,000 visitors 
came to experience the village and skated. Come out and share memories, hang 
out, and make The Bentway Skate Trail Toronto’s coolest ice.

Caroling in the park | Mississauga

Skate the 8 in the six | Toronto
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Winterize your porch. In the home is always decorated for the holidays, why not 
welcome family and friends to a holiday themed porch? Adding a lighted Christmas 
wreath, will draw attention as your guests make their way up the driveway. For even 
more magic, add planters with mini trees.

Table settings. You can swap out festive folded tea towels for traditional napkins. 
Choose a table theme and keep that throughout the whole table decor. To give 
your place settings some pop, use different colour flatware like gold or even 
black! You can also use colourful tumblers as mini vases to add some fresh flower 
arrangements to the table.

A hot chocolate bar. Using a bar cart or side table a mini makeover by making it a 
make your own hot chocolate bar! Flank each side of the table with mini trees, have 
your mugs out, and small bowls with different toppings people can choose to add 
to their hot chocolate like marshmallows, candy canes, whip cream, chocolate syrup 
or caramel! Get a chalkboard and create a sign so people know its a make your own 
station. Be creative and make it fun! 

Repurpose Ornaments. Have some ornaments that you no longer use, or 
broken tops? Neatly place them in a festive bowl full of greens to make a holiday 
centerpiece.

Bannister Ornaments. Using different shapes and sizes, attach ornaments to the 
garland on your bannister. Using ribbon or lights to accent the garland, will take up 
the glam factor of your stairway.

DIY Candle holder. Grabbing old wine bottles different shapes, colours and 
heights, remove the labels or wrap them with wrapping paper. Add elegant ribbon 
before sticking the candles into the tops.
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ELEGANT HOLIDAY 
PARTY DECOR
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
GUIDE ON DECEMBER 31ST

Nathan Phillips Square | Toronto 

Hemingway’s Restaurant & Bar | Toronto

Lula’s New Year’s Eve Salsa Party | Toronto

100 Queen St W, Toronto

Price: Free

162 Cumberland St, Toronto

Price: $15 to $25

Lula Lounge, 1585 Dundas St W., Toronto

Price: Dancing Only $50 | Full Dinner $150 (keep table) | 
Early Seating $120 (table removed at 8:30pm)

A New Year is upon us. There is no greater way to ring in 2019, than 
with surrounding yourself with friends and family! Here is a guide to 
some clubs, but also events that family and friends can enjoy.

Be part of the celebrations to ring in 2019 with music, skating and 
fireworks on starting at 8pm through until midnight on December 
31, 2018! Admission is FREE to this alcohol-free event.

Spend the New Year quiet clubbing! From 10pm - 3pm, there 
will be live DJs spinning different genres of music, and you 
have the power to pick what you want to party to with the 
switch on your headphones. 4 Patios, 3 levels and a wide 
selection of food and drinks.

Experience a tropical getaway right in Toronto! Lula’s famous 
New Year’s Eve party featuring a 4-course dinner. There are 
beginner lessons with top instructors taking you through the 
basics of a mix of salsa, merengue, and bachata.

Niagara Falls New Year’s 
Eve Celebration & 
Fireworks | Niagara Falls

Niagara Parks Queen Victoria Park  
Concert Stage 

6345 Niagara Pkwy, Niagara Falls

Price: Free

Join one of Canada’s longest 
running New Year’s Eve 
celebrations! There are two 
fireworks displays, also food and 
drink vendors. Available for all 
ages the fireworks start at 9:00pm 
and the second display will be at 
midnight!
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“Family and friendships are two of the 
greatest facilitators of happiness”.

~ John C. Maxwell
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